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that no news of her experiences in the palace could
reach the outside world through the post
While Durrant approved of the rigid censorship of
correspondence, he advised the Maharaja to procure,
without delay, paste replicas of the neckkce and brace-
lets. These, he said, could be obtained in Calcutta at a
trifling cost. He suggested that the Prince should visit
the Maharani immediately, and inform her that her jewels
had been sent to Paris for further polishing, and would be
returned in a few weeks.
" The very thing," exclaimed the Prince, pressing
Durrant's hand gratefully. " Why didn't we think of it
before? You could have brought back perfect paste
copies with you from Paris. However, thank the Lord,
we've the photographs. You'd better set off for Cal-
cutta immediately, and wait there till the sham jewels are
ready. Anything to stop that cursed woman's tongue
from wagging, and prevent her from sending a letter
somehow or other to that infernal I.C.S,1 brother of hers,
about whom she's always bragging. It's a mercy she's a
fool and won't know the imitations from die real.
Could you leave for Calcutta to-night ? "
"Certainly, Your Highness, it's only midday. Ill
need money for the journey of course*"
" That's all right. Come back here to my study after
lunch, and I'll give you the sum you require from my
private account."
In about three weeks, Durrant returned from Calcutta
with the copies. Though not quite so convincing as the
wonderful paste jewellery to be obtained in Europe, the
imitations, so Durrant thought, were sufficiently skilful
to deceive the Rani. The sham platinum had given more
difficulty than the stones, and had necessitated the em-
ployment of a special silver alloy, which would pass
amongst the inexpert for the precious metal. The Raja
was delighted with Durrant's purchases, which looked
1 Indian Civil Service.